CONNECTICUT SCIENCE CONNECTION 

June 23,  2009 
The Connecticut  Building a Presence for Science Network is sustained through a grant from Bristol-Myers Squibb and the advocacy of the Connecticut Academy for Education

  State Coordinator.David Lopath      lopath@ctacad.org
     List Moderator..Eloise Farmer       eloise@cssaonline.net 

Names and e-mail addresses of our Points of Contact and Key Leaders are not shared with any other entity

Throughout the summer, the CSC will be sent out every other week.  please let us know if your summer e-mail address is different, or if you have a new e-mail address.  thanks for being a point of contact or key leader, and have a wonderful summer vacation.  
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GET IN ON THE EXCITEMENT!! BE THE FIRST EDUCATORS TO EXPERIENCE THE PROGRAMS AT THE NEW SCIENCE CENTER!! LEARN DETAILS AT:
http://ctsciencecenter.org/prodev_schedule.php 

WTNH Channel 8 and the CT Academy for Education, with support from the General Electric, Northeast Utilities, and Boehringer Ingelheim Foundations, are pleased to present again this summer the Learning Doesn’t Take a Vacation campaign.  Click here to open the Directory   Learning Doesn't Take A Vacation Directory  We are partnering with 53 informal science and nature centers throughout Connecticut and the Governor’s No Child Left Inside initiative to identify 192 fun and family friendly learning opportunities available throughout Connecticut.

Look for the “Learning Doesn’t Take a vacation” announcements on WTNH Channel 8 throughout the summer to identify ways to enjoy learning about science, mathematics, technology, and our environment as a family!

Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth has an immediate need for a summer instructor for our Introduction to Biomedical Sciences course.  This is a class for gifted and talented 8th - 10th graders that focuses on the human body systems both when working well and when diseased.  CTY runs programs for gifted students at 27 locations over the summer, and this one is held in Monterrey, Mexico.  The course is conducted in English and students will be from both the US and Mexico. Dates of employment are July 2nd to July 25th and a salary, room and board, lab budget, and TA (a college pre-med student) are provided.  You can find out more about CTY and the course at www.cty.jhu.edu/summer/employment
If interested, please send a resume to lsaxton@jhu.edu as soon as possible.  Interviews will be held by phone early this coming week.
FROM WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY:  There are spaces available in our upcoming  1-day workshop on Tuesday 14 July 2009.
 The workshop is free and will provide 0.5 continuing education units and a
 $200 honorarium for attending teachers.  The workshop is being held by the 
Wesleyan Hughes Program in the Life Science, in collaboration with PIMMS.  
Please visit the PIMMS web site at www.wesleyan.edu/pimms if you are interested in attending.  As part of a collaboration with choreographer Liz Lerman of the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange (http://www.danceexchange.org/),  dance choreography as a (surprisingly) effective way to encourage interest in science by students from middle school through college is being explored.  Over several years, Liz Lerman worked with scientists to develop a piece called Ferocious Beauty: Genome that premiered at Wesleyan in 2006 (http://www.danceexchange.org/performance/ferociousbeautygenome.html).
Classroom modules that include short film clips from the piece for use in  college classes are being developed.  This approach is also being used in middle school settings, and are found in pilot visits to grade 7 classes (at Strong School in Durham) where kids showed a lot of enthusiasm and interest, including kids who rarely showed interest in science.  The one-day workshop, is being planned in conjunction with the 2009 Wesleyan Hughes summer program, to explore using dance and Ferocious Beauty: Genome as a bridge for science outreach and public understanding of science.  The workshop will bring divergent thinking groups together -- university researchers, professional dancers/choreographers, school educators, advanced students -- as a means of developing new ideas and as a way of charging each other to return to  classrooms and laboratories with fresh thinking.  We hope you will be able to join us. 
Seeking a few good teachers……Connecticut Sea Grant is seeking teams of teachers from each of the following grade level subsets: K-2, 3-5, and 6-8. Each grade level specific team will work together to plan a professional development session for their peers. There is funding for each team to provide an outdoor component (shore or boat excursion) as part of the session. Each LISMT receives a stipend and lots of Long Island Sound resources! Please contact Diana Payne to apply.
Diana L. Payne, Ph.D. Assistant Professor & Education Coordinator, Connecticut Sea Grant  www.seagrant.uconn.edu 
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TO OPEN THE SUMMER BULLETIN OF THE CONNECTICUT ACADEMY OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING, PLEASE CLICK ON:  ENGINEERING ACADEMY .
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DataStreme Atmosphere will be offered in the fall of 2009, as will DataStreme Ocean. For more information go to one of the the Datastreme Web sites:

http://www.ametsoc.org/amsedu/DataStremeFrames.html  http://www.ametsoc.org/amsedu/dstreme/extras/dsinfo.html
http://www.ametsoc.org/amsedu/DS-Ocean/   or contact Jim Backus at:  jbackus8746@charter.net 

The National Science Teachers Association, NSTA, Board of Directors recently adopted an NSTA position statement promoting and encouraging international science education because of its ability to improve the teaching and learning of science. The statement gives recommendations for teachers of science; science teacher educators; school leadership; policy makers; and science-related organizations, associations, agencies, and businesses to embrace and support international science education. This new statement replaces a previous version adopted in 1996.  
To view and download this new position statement, please visit:
http://www.nsta.org/about/positions/international.aspx 

From Mary Ann Butler:  CSDE Updates, and Professional Development Opportunities Please Click here for CSDE Secondary Science June News 

From Liz Buttner 
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You may be interested in the following on-line summer course on Force and Motion offered through the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA):

Develop Your Content Knowledge on Force and Motion
Intimidated by inertia? Frightened by forces? Mystified by Newton's Laws of Motion? NSTA’s Force and Motion is the perfect online course for grades 3–9 science teachers interested in learning more about the topic or for those who would like a refresher course this summer to build content knowledge. Covering the concepts of speed, velocity, acceleration, force, mass, weight, and Newton's Laws of Motion and their applications, participants will attend the online class from 9:00 am to 10:30 am ET on these dates: 6/23, 6/25, 6/30, 7/2, and 7/9.
The presenters will guide participants through easy-to-understand explanations and facilitate discussions that will enhance their knowledge of common physical science concepts. In addition, participants contribute to asynchronous weekly discussions, and complete suggested reading assignments from the Force and Motion e-book, journal articles, and/or NSTA’s Force and Motion SciPack and SciGuide. Participants should plan to spend 25–35 hours on this online course including the time spent attending the live web sessions. For more information, please visit the NSTA Learning Center.

.  Online Science Course Helps Those Teaching Out of Field.  A new online course offers three graduate credits and enhanced content knowledge to high school science teachers who are teaching out of their field of endorsement. "Across the Sciences" is a 16-week online graduate course designed for Grade 9 and 10 teachers.  Thirty teachers will be chosen for the fall 2009 pilot program. Those who are chosen to participate must pay a $200 registration fee, which is returned upon completion and evaluation of the course, at which time the 3 graduate credits from Montana State University are awarded.  The course is offered by Oregon Public Broadcasting and Biological Sciences Curriculum Study in cooperation with the National Teachers Enhancement Network (NTEN) of Montana State University. Through online video, computer simulations, assessments and reflective activities, teachers will gain content knowledge and teaching strategies in biology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, and earth science.  For more information and application materials, visit www.rmccorp.com/ats/.  
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CONTINUE ONLY IF YOU HAVE NOT SEEN PREVIOUS ISSUES!  People can access previous issues in full by clicking on the ‘previous’ link below:     Articles below have appeared in their complete form in previous weeks.  If you want to look at our previous issues. Go to: PREVIOUS   
Science Teachers and Administrators: Join NSTA Aug. 3–5 in Orlando, Florida, for a three-day summer institute designed to help teams of educators learn how to develop, support, and implement a science-focused Professional Learning Community (PLC) that has continuous improvement in science teaching and learning at its core. A team of national presenters led by Susan Mundry and Kathy Stiles will introduce the concept of PLCs, examine different structures for PLCs, and demonstrate different science-specific tools and strategies to use within a PLC. For more information, to register, or to view a draft agenda, please visit the NSTA website at www.nsta.org.
For a full list of free stuff available from NSTA and from the Government, please click on: http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?recipient_id=101730820&message_id=746444&user_id=NSTA 
2009 has been designated the International Year of Astronomy in celebration of Galileo's first observations with a telescope and the publication of Kepler's Astronomia Nova.  For teachers, this provides an opportunity to expose students to an integrated unit in 
astronomy, mathematics, history and literature.  PIMMS is offering a program which will allow your students to visit a planetarium in your school. We will bring a portable planetarium to you and make presentations to as many as five classes in day.  See the brochure for details at AstronomyBrochure.pdf or go to the PIMMS website at www.wesleyan.edu/pimms
GREAT SUMMER OPPORTUNITY FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS!!
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The 2009 Recovery Act is creating summer research opportunities for high school and college students and teachers at biomedical laboratories across the United States. A number of NIH-funded researchers have funds available to support a limited number of summer research interns.  The NIH has developed this Web site to help you find research opportunities in your area. The details of each internship are strictly determined between the hosting scientist or institution and the individual student or teacher. There is a short window of time between when an award is funded and when an opportunity begins, so we encourage you to contact participating laboratories soon. You can search summer research opportunities here:  https://science.education.nih.gov/SummerScience  NOTE: Please check back often to search for opportunities as NIH grantees are currently being notified of their awards. The number of

opportunities available will increase over the next few weeks
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The McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center and the Federal Aviation Administration are sponsoring a teacher workshop for middle and high school teachers. This workshop will focus on using aerospace-based activities to teach science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The workshop is taking place on June 30, 2009, at the McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center in Concord, N.H.  Registration is $75 per person and limited to the first 80 participants. To register, call 603-271-7827, and press zero (0) after the recording begins. 

For more information, visit http://www.faa.gov/education/educator_resources/teacher_workshops/. 
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 The Space Place, NASA’s award-winning Web site for kids, presents the Space Place cartoon kids hosting their own talk show “live” from the Space Place Clubhouse. Their guests are NASA scientists and engineers. The goal of “Space Place Live!” is to introduce kids to the human, down-to-Earth side of real scientists and engineers working in the space program. Each guest is presented as a passionate and accomplished role model for every child interested in science or engineering. In the latest episode, the kids interview a cartoon version of the GOES satellite Deputy Project Manager, Andre Dress. Andre works at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. He talked with Kate and Kyo about preparing the new GOES-O weather satellite and the team for the most exciting day of the mission, the launch! To watch the latest episode and past episodes that have been archived, visit http://spaceplace.nasa.gov. 
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Have you clicked on any of the websites below?  There is a wealth of information about how YOU can become more involved in science education.  

· Connecticut Academy for Education,   Connecticut Science Supervisors Association 

·  Connecticut Science Teachers Association,  Connecticut State Department of Education, and   National Science Teachers Association  
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